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A SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO GLOBAL WARMING AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

A Free Event for the Public, Saturday, November 6th at 10:00 am in Cape May 

 
The public is invited to attend a free symposium on climate change this Saturday, November 6 at 
10 am at the Cape May Convention Hall, 714 Beach Avenue, Cape May.  The event offers science-
based information from three experts and will offer participants a chance to learn and to ask 
questions about global warming and climate change.  
 
The event is organized by Virgina Hesel, a local resident, who became very interested in global 
warming and climate change in the 1980s after reading research predicting global warming. Since 
then, Hesel’s interest and concern has continued to grow and intensify. As a coastal resident in 
Cape May, Hesel is keenly aware of the impact and implications of global warming and climate 
change in New Jersey.  Hesel notes, “I feel that it is very important to advocate for smart 
environmental policy that is based on scientific research. A key part of this is to make sure people 
have access to good, sound, science-based information.” 
 
The idea to host and organize a training like the one that will be held on Saturday grew from her 
participation in the Rutgers Environmental Stewards program in 2019. During this 20-week 
training, Hesel built on the foundation of the knowledge she had gathered from reading and 
learned more about resources and research from the program presenters and information shared 
during classes. A key part of the Rutgers program is the completion of an internship project to 
achieve certification as an Environmental Steward. Hesel developed a proposal to host a science-
based training on climate change in her community. The proposal was accepted, and she hit the 
ground running.  After months of planning and preparation, Hesel’s plans for an April 2020 
training were halted by the COVID pandemic. When restrictions on in-person meetings were 
lifted, Hesel received the go ahead and enthusiastically began her work anew.  
 
Hesel, with support from Dr. Ed Mahaney, secured a venue and confirmed an esteemed panel of 
speakers who will share information with the public on Saturday.  
 
Dr. Thomas Herrington, associate director of the Urban Coast Institute at Monmouth University 
and NJ Sea Grant Consortium Resilient Communities and Economies Specialist, will discuss the 
changes in climate that have been occurring in New Jersey, the causes of these changes, as well as 
projections that can be expected in the future. 
 
Dr. Rouzbah (Ross) Nazari, Associate Professor at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and Director of 
Sustainable Smart Cities Research Center, will augment the content of Dr. Herrington's address, especially in  
the area regarding sea level rise, increasing storms, flooding and rainfall in future years.  

 
Pam Mount, a respected leader in the sustainability, resiliency, and the climate adaptation movement in 
New Jersey will help to sum up the symposium's content and provide the audience with direction to take 
action at the local level answering the critical question, "Where do we go from here?”       
 



“The symposium offers something for people of all backgrounds and experience, and everyone is 
encouraged to attend,” Hesel added. “Whether you are a high school student, a homeowner, or a 
scientist, you will find information that relates to your life. And you will have the opportunity to bring 
your questions to these knowledgeable experts. In some way, we are all impacted by climate change,” 
Hesel notes.    
 
The training is free, but registration is requested through EVENTBRITE. Go to:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-scientific-approach-to-to-global-warming-and-climate-change-tickets- 
186155404827. Participants are asked to wear a mask indoors.  
 
For more information on the Rutgers Environmental Stewards Program: https://envirostewards.rutgers.edu/       
 

 

 

 


